
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 
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Those who have kept up with Hann's recent work will remember that he has 
lately paid special attention to the whole question of the determination of true 
means from the temperature observations available for tropical stations. It is for 
the reason that one is so serenely sure of all of Hann's work that the "Handbuch 
der Klimatologie" is so indispensable. 

Every one knows that this book is the source of information on the climates 
of the globe. Dry tabulation of uninteresting data is not the distinguishing 
characteristic of this volume ; far from it. Tables of such data there are, in 
goodly number, and surely there must be ; but so carefully selected are these data, 
so admirably summarized, and so skilfully interspersed with well-chosen, thor- 
oughly live descriptions of the different climates, that the study of the book, and 
even the reading of it, is neither tedious nor difficult. The author clearly recog- 
nizes the importance of descriptions of the weather types which make up climate, 
and of the controls of climate over crops, and over human life in all of its 
varied activities, and he has certainly made a careful and an admirable selection 
of such descriptive accounts. 

The second volume of the second edition numbered 384 pages; the second 
volume of the third edition covers 426 pages. We note also that the present 
volume has its own index. In the second edition, the index to all three volumes 
was at the end of the third volume, which was a considerable inconvenience. 
The introductory chapter, on the characteristics of the tropical zone as a whole, 
has been extended, and improved. In fact, throughout the volume, there is 
everywhere evidence of careful, systematic and up-to-date revision, the literature 
up to the middle of 1909 receiving consideration. The increased size of the page 
in the new edition lends itself more readily to a clear presentation of the tabular 
matter than was the case in the second edition. Numerous bibliographic notes 
enable those who seek fuller information to follow up the subject at every turn. 
In fact, the whole volume is one which it is an immense satisfaction to the re- 
viewer to bring to the attention of his scientific colleagues. It is a book which 
belongs to that very small class which may be labelled "perfect." 

R. DeC. Ward. 

La Cote d'Azur Russe. (Riviera du Caucase). Voyage en Russie 
meridionale, au Caucase occidentale et en Transcaucasie. Par E.-A. Martel. 
354 PP-, 388 Illustrations, 34 Plans and Map. Librairie Ch. Delagrave, 
Paris, 1908. Fr. 10. 

In 1902, Mr. Martel was invited by the Russian Government to undertake a 
journey of exploration in the western Caucasus with the end in view of thorough 
development of this Russian littoral of the Black Sea. ' The genial climate of 
the western slope of Caucasus, well protected from the cold winds, combined 
with wonderful scenic beauty, led to the establishment of a tourist and health 
resort in this Caucasian Riviera between Novorossyisk and Soukhoum-KaW. 
This coast is admirably adapted for sea bathing; and magnificent forests in the 
background afford ideal spots for sanatoriums. The Russian Government is very 
desirous to bring this Riviera up to date in all respects. New towns are being 
established, and the work of colonization is pushed on rapidly. 

This volume, the result of Mr. Mattel's explorations, gives a detailed account 
of conditions at the present time. 

Natural conditions for a brilliant future are there and in plenty, but may not 
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be fully realized, according to the writer, until two essential difficulties in the 
way of development are obviated. These are poor communications and the exist- 
ence of endemic fever. A railroad line must be built from Novorossyisk to Poti, 
the present mode of communication by steamer between these two ports, a dis- 
tance of 450 kilometers, being entirely inadequate. 

As regards malaria, Mr. Martel found that, the climatic, topographical ond 
hydragraphic differences between the Pontian malarian districts in western Europe 
and the Caucasian littoral are entirely in favor of the latter. The fever here 
has less tenacity and wherever hygienic measures have been introduced and a 
drainage system established, has entirely disappeared. 

The necessity of hydrological investigations was particularly emphasized, 
and much attention has therefore been given by Mr. Martel to the question of 
water supply, the exploration of subterranean streams, caverns, and grottoes. As 
a speleologist, the author would have liked to spend more time than he did in 
cave exploration. Nevertheless such explorations of caverns as he was able to 
make, helped to confirm the conclusions he had reached in earlier speleological 
researches in other countries and to prove the law of absorption of rain by 
abysses, the storing of waters by caverns, the reappearance of the same waters 
again, the burying of subterranean canals, the desiccation of caverns and the 
general descent of subterranean waters into the depths of the earth's crust. The 
accidental relation of grottoes to metalliferous veins has been proved to be more 
frequent than their direct relation to the thermo-mineral springs which offer few 
examples up to the present time. However, the renowned - mineral springs of 
Matsesta, have a direct relation to two neighboring caverns. Many caverns are 
hard to explore on account of a great abundance of sulphurous gases. At the 
apertures of the caverns, where thermal springs are found, a great number of 
votive offerings may be seen. Thus, the universal cult of the therapeutic waters 
is found here as everywhere else. 

Geologically the soil is prodigiously varied. The similarity of the subter- 
ranean hydrology to that of the Karst, Causse, etc., is obvious and confirms the 
synthesis established by the author of the regime of subterranean waters in 
fissured calcareous soil. 

A chapter is given to the climate of the littoral. The mean temperature in 
western Caucasus is 14.2° C. and the first flowers appear in January. The 
large precipitation is due, in part, to the peculiar shape of the Black Sea where 
the north and west winds, laden with moisture, buttress the high mountains of 
Caucasus and Lazistan. The author asserts, what is now usually denied, that 
the immense forests greatly influence rainfall. Though the humidity is exces- 
sive, Mr. Martel is far from advising the cutting of forests. He firmly believes 
in their beneficial influence on climate. But he strongly advocates clearing away 
the underbrush in order to eliminate the excess of moisture. 

Western Caucasus has the distinction of being the only country, except 
Bielovieza in Lithuania, where the European bison still lives. There are about 
600 head on the preserves of one of the Grand Dukes and it is also found in the 
mountain forests. 

Much remains to be studied and revealed on this Black Sea littoral. Good 
roads, drainage, the regulation of drinking water and many other improvements 
are needed, but, when this is accomplished, the Russian Riviera may well rival, 
as a tourist resort, the French and Italian Rivieras, particularly as the scenic 
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beauty of the Caucasian littoral surpasses that of the Mediterranean pleasure 
resorts. The inhabitants of this region are inclined to be indolent and lack 
initiative. On the other hand, they have extraordinary endurance. Tea plan- 
tations flourish and a considerable amount of wine is produced. The table 
mineral waters are highly effervescent. The well known Narzan and other 
brands are much appreciated throughout the Russian Empire and are now an 
important item of export. Mr. Martel was surprised to find that in a large 
hotel-pension at Sotchi, one of the fashionable stations, only mineral water, tea 
and coffee could be obtained. He compares these Russian hotels to the temper- 
ance houses in Ireland. 

Geographically, the value of this book is increased by the fact that the author 
carefully read and studied all the books and articles written on this region, 
enumerates and cites them frequently, pointing out diversity of opinion, errors 
in estimated altitudes, etc. The descriptive part of the volume is very entertain- 
ing, written in a vivacious and easy style, with touches of humor truly Gallic. 

H. DE HUTOROWICZ. 

Sicily, the Garden of the Mediterranean. The History, People, In 
stitutions, and Geography of the Island. By Will S. Monroe, xx and 405 
pp., numerous Illustrations, and Index. L. C. Page & Co., Boston, 1909. $3. 
A good book written with a sincere purpose to make it useful to the tourist 
and interesting and instructive to the general reader. The human side of the 
subject is emphasized and the larger part of the book is given to the manners, 
customs, habits and institutions of the Sicilians. The topics, in order of treat- 
ment are the geography of Sicily, its history, the ethnic, moral and social con- 
ditions of the people, hostelries, brigandage, the Mafia, religion, education, 
industries, commerce and the creative arts. The final chapters are on Mount 
Etna, the leading cities and their chief monuments, the Messina earthquake, 
suggestions for tourists and a select bibliography. 

Through Uganda to Mount Elgon. By J. B. Purvis. 371 pp., 42 
Illustrations, Map and Index. American Tract Society, New York, 1909. 
$1.50, 

This excellent book was written by a missionary who has long lived and 
labored in British Central Africa. He records here the results of years of 
observation and experience and his book, though an entertaining narrative, is 
not superficial. A third of it is given to his latest journey, this time by rail, 
from the Indian Ocean to Victoria Nyanza, the present condition of the tribes 
along the way, the effect upon them of the white domination, and the dread 
scourge of sleeping sickness. 

Another third is devoted to Uganda in its past and present aspects; and the 
author vividly depicts the rapid strides that have been made in bridging the 
gulf between primitive barbarism and western civilization. He deplores, how- 
ever, the present stagnation in the religious life of the people who are thirsting, 
instead, for general education and material good. The government is doing 
nothing towards the industrial education of the natives and such progress as 
has been made in v this direction is due to missionary effort. Progress is now 
embarrassed by shortness of the labor supply and the regular increase of wages. 

The last third relates to the almost unknown region east of the Nile to Mount 



